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" RILEY — :
Overview S URGATORY Goals in 2025

BLUFF CREEK

WATERSHED DISTRICT Prioritize first-time applicants

« 2025 budget

* New application windows Set clear expectations before

* Refine native plant definition and ARPUICER s Suomiiiee

requirements Reduce application review

* Revise requirements for project time for staff
types and maximum awards

Promote ecological health

* Add project type: Shoreland Health

: : : Enhance education value
* Refine project quote requirements

* Add learning module requirement Offer support for improvement

. of lake shoreland health
for some project types ;
evaluation scores
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Stewardship Grant Basics SURGATORY

BLUFF CREEK
WATERSHED DISTRICT

PROJECT TYPES APPLICANT CATEGORIES
* Native Plants * Resident :
Maximum awards
* Rain Barrel * Non-profit $ vary for each
* Turf Alternative * Municipal project type and
, , , applicant category.

* Habitat Restoration * Business
 Natural Shoreline  Schools Once a grant is

Restoration awarded, grantee
* Waterbody Buffer has 12 months

e Stormwater BMP to build their project.

* Shoreland Health (new)

THE PROCESS

Site visit Inspection Reimbursement




2025 Budget: $200,000
PROJECT TYPE/APPLICANT Max per project Subtotal Pi’::g;:f

Large projects - residential: $5,000 Residential $50,000 25%

Habitat resto, shoreline resto, (count of 10)

waterbody buffer, stormwater BMP

Large projects — non-profit: $20,000 Non-profit $40,000 20%

Habitat resto, shoreline resto, (count of 2)

waterbody buffer, stormwater BMP

Small projects: $100 Rain barrel; $10,000 5%

Native plants, rain barrel, lawn |$500 Other

alternative, shoreland health

Stormwater BMP $50,000 $ 50,000 25%

(non-gov): business or school

Municipal project $50,000 $ 50,000 25%
TOTAL| $ 200,000 100%

2025 STEWARDSHIP
GRANT PROGRAM BUDGET

Municipal project Large projects -

25% R EIE]
25%

Stormwater BMP: Large projects -
non-gov non-profit
25% 20%

Small projects
5%

“Reserved” money will be made available to all project/applicant types on July 1st.

Grantees have 12 months to complete project so may be approved in one year and reimbursed the next.



Two Application Windows

Round1 February 1-May 15 (4 months)
Open to FIRST-TIME applicants only

(cities exempt)

Round2 May 15-October 31 (5 months)

Open to all applicants

Applicant must have had a site visit
within the last year.

Applications are reviewed in the order they are received.

Applications are approved in order of completeness.

O)

Goal of change

To allow more time for
NEW applicants to:

become aware of program

complete a site visit

plan a project

prepare/submit
application

before budget is committed.
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PURGATORY
Key DOTeS BLUFF CREEK
Feb1 May15  Julyl Oct 31
New applicants All may Reserve released Application
| may apply apply l (leftover from municipal and BMP) period closes
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
. Process
New appllccaitriletsseg;%tmay apply All applicants may apply eimbursements

Admin for

work “

Grantees have 12 months to install project, so
we have “active” grants throughout the year.

professional
maintenance

We should be able to begin using MS4Front to
manage applications in the 2025 grant season.



YEARLY MAXIMUM PER APPLICANT

M OX] m U m AWO rd S Residential property: $5,000

Non-profit property:  $20,000

Applicant may apply for more than one project per grant season
but may not be awarded more than yearly maximum. City/school/business: $50,000

. . . Government, schools,
Residential owner Non-profit .
PROJECT TYPE business
Max % Max $ Max % Max $ Max % Max $
Native Plant Project 75% 75% 20%
Rain Barrel 75% $100/barrel Ineligible --- Ineligible ---
Turf Alternative (e. g. bee lawn) 75% 75% 50%
Habitat Restoration Project 75% $5,000 75% $20,000 20% $50,000
Natural Shoreline Restoration 75% $5,000 75% $20,000 20% $50,000
Waterbody Buffer 75% $5,000 75% $20,000 20% $50,000
Stormwater BMP 75% $5,000 75% $20,000 20% $50,000
SHORELAND HEALTH (shoreland areas of major lakes) - NEW!! Goal is to encourage residents to add native plants to shoreland areas.
For residential lake lot owners including 75% (plant specific) Inellglble L Inellglble L
associations that own property for deeded Minimum project
lake access to neighborhood residents. cost must be $200.
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Professional Maintenance Support L

We will continue offering professional Professional maintenance policy
maintenance support for 36 months (3 years)

following installation of these project types: Applicant must commit to professional

maintenance for three years and submit

. : uote before grant agreement is signed.
« Habitat Restoration q g g g

* Maximum award is 30% of project cost and
* Natural Shoreline Restoration will be distributed over three years

* May offer professional maintenance support * Reimbursed once peryear at end of year

for significant native plant habitat component * Reimbursement per year may not exceed
of a Stormwater BMP 75% of the cost for that year

EXAMPLE

Who’s eligible?
’ Project type Residential habitat restoration

> Residential Project award $5,000

» Non-profit Professional maintenance award $1,500 (to be distributed over 3 years)
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WATERSHED DISTRICT

Naftive Plant Minimum Requirements

e Native to

* Form: wild, non-cultivated variety

e Selection: Choose for site conditions

* Source: Grown within —_—

from a trusted grower p)
Plants must be

* Diversity: At least 9 different species native to and
Updated! PO\
* Species per bloom time: EEmEION WIthie 1

3 in spring, 3 in summer, 3 in fall
(no species overlap; 9 different species)

this area.

* Quantity: 3 count per species
(unless shrub/tree)
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WATERSHED DISTRICT

Encourages grantee to buy younger plants & multi-packs ® Doesn’t prohibit large sizes ® Less effort than set size limits

. EXAMPLES
. Maximum
Native . .
lant Maximum | reimbursable amount Cost per
P costshare | perindividual plant Item Item cost e e . P 75% cost share
type individual plant
or seed packet*
Forbs, grasses, 75% Up to $5.50 each Seed $3 Varies $2.25
tc.
sedges, etc Bare root $7 $7 $5.25
In January 2025, we will review 3-pack 3" pots $21 87 $5.25
Vendor pricing and update Potted tray of 38 $129 $340 $255
maximum allowable if needed. 1-gallon container $11 $11 $8.25

($5.50 reimbursable)

Yellow Coneflower & - & a
Shrubs 75% Up to $20 each Bare root $12 $12 $9 Ratibida pinnata & Y

(Serviceberry) IET SOLMOBTURE  HT  BLOOM  SPACING  Z0MES
o0 ¢ 0 . o~
#5 container $33 $33 $24.75 s puer o) wir ot wip o oy | 5| JFSep | 18247 | 39
; Butterflies and bees love these flowers. Hardy,
($20 reimbursable) drought-tolerant, and transplants well. Pair with Wild

Bergamot (pg. 21) & Anise Hyssop (pg. 19).
0, )
Trees 75% Up to $500 2” B&B (maple) $469 $449 $351.75 SEED: & con soaais < snoiec) CEMORETR

(nat‘ive, non- packet 120z 1oz
cultivar only) $3.00 $4.00 $5.00

PLANTS: -pack potted: $21 « potted tray: from $129 pg. 6-8

Allowable costs are for native plants and not labor. All native planting projects (except Shoreland Health Projects) must have at

Labor must be a separate line item on estimates. least 3 each of 9 species with bloom times distributed through the seasons.
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NIl Shoreland Health Project ‘

BLUFF CREEK
WATERSHED DISTRICT

Maximum award for Shoreland Health Grant: $1,500
Minimum project cost: $200 ($50 out of pocket)

MAXIMUM O Goalis to increase natural
OPTIONS ELIGIBLE COSTS REIMBURSABLE groundcover within ShOreland

AMOUNT
Tree cover Shrub cover Natural ground cover

Plant one ormore |* Purchase oftree(s) | 759 of cost
native shade trees |°* [nstallation cost up to $500 per 75-100% M ‘
(DNR list; no cultivars  |* Wood mulch tree up to ——
except for native elms) | Tree staking and $1,500 total 50-74% M ‘
protection : pr— —
Plant native « Purchase of native | 75% of cost 25-49% ‘ ﬁL_A@ﬂ
groundcover plants up to $1,500 S
(shrubs, wildflowers, e |nstallation cost 1-24% “ Q #
grasses, sedges) « Erosion control —
including mulch 0% “ L_

* Protective fencing
from herbivore . .
damage Aligns with our Shoreland

Health Evaluation program.




BLUFF CREEK
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NIl Shoreland Health Project ‘

WATERSHED DISTRICT

Like a Native Plant Project but fewer requirements. Goal is to increase shoreland plant cover.

Native to specified area

What area qualifies for the

Form: wild, non-cultivated variety Shoreland Health Grant?

Selection: Choose for site conditions * Residential property
immediately adjacent
Source: Grown within specified area to major lake

from a trusted grower

* Project areais within the

No minimum on species diversity, bloom time, or quantity “shoreland zone” (up to
50 feet from OHWL)

Project cost minimum: Minimum $200 of eligible costs ($50 out of pocket)

Existing condition: Must be an improvement to vegetation cover type such as conversion of lawn, impervious
surface, bare/eroding soil.

Coverage minimum: At maturity, plants must provide at least 100 sq. ft. of NEW shoreland vegetation.

Not eligible for Professional Maintenance Award (unless applicant chooses to do a habitat or shoreline restoration)
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PURGATORY
BLUFF CREEK
WATERSHED DISTRICT

I Stewardship Grant Program

Stewardship Grant for Shoreland Health

{ Up to $5,000 for jetts that improve the health of your shoreland.

PURGATORY
BLUFF CREEK
WATERSHED DESTRECT

Habitat Restoration Project Reti)l

A Native Plant Project Grant provides

cost share money to offset the cost of
purchasing native live plants or seeds. This
project type is ideal for people who want to
add native plants to existing landscaping,
add native seed to an existing natural area,
or create a small project such as a butterfly
garden or pocket prairie.

Do You Meet the Existing

Example: Site map & planting plan

d In a simple project?

If you are looking to simply add
native plants fo youryard or
existing landscaping, check out
the Native Plant project. This simple
Stewardship Grant provides cost
share money to offset the cost

of purchasing native live plants
and seeds. RPBCWD native plant
requrements apply.

Condition Requirement?

Sl S E——
The qualify for a habitat restoration, the project area
must be a turfgrass (lawn), impervious surface (such
as a driveway), highly eroded natural area, or other
condition as deemed eligible by staff. During your
pre-application site visit, staff can help determine if
your project idea would qualify as a habitat restoration
project or other project type.

Shoreland is the area
between your house and the lake.

Native plants are more than wildflowers!
Explore the many beautiful native grasses, sedges, shrubs,

Help improve the water quality of your lake by instolling one or more shoreland health projects.

| | @ paresmoe

Required Application Materials

e " . — and trees available from local native plant nurseries. @ Sienter beart Tengue What is the goal of the grant? | Who is eligible? Residents on: Where is eligible? When can | apply?
In addition to ﬁlllng»out the online application form, P ® Parkwidon To reduce stormwater runoff into - Ann - Lucy - Riley From lake to Beginning in 2025.
you'll need to submit: F— lakes, reduce soil erosion, support soil - Duck - Mitchell - Silver 50 feet into Learn about grant progams
- - health, and provide wildlife habitat. - lotus - RedRock - Susan the yard. at rpbewd. nts
1. Current photos of your proposed project site Requ'red Apphcat'on Materials [ | s B =Uih
i " i @ Wocdnd Sunfizwer igible Shoreland Health Projec

2. Site map that shows project boundary in relation 'a" ‘;:g;tt'j‘;’:\tf‘;fr:'"g 3}#;2: domlrs]l?bmit: El J e i

to applicant's property lines. P - yo Project Type Maximum Award* Eligible Costs Requirements
1. Current photos of your proposed : i i
¥ SEE : Plant a native | 75%of costupto |- Purchase of tree(s) + Tree species must be considered by the MN DNR to be
3. D|e5|8" P'al" to 5h°;” Iay%u; of prc;]e:i:t, ifinstalling project site shade tree $500 per tree. - Installation cost native to Minnesota,
plants, a planting plan will be neede . . : s - Wood mulch (non-dyed + Form: Tree must be the straight. non-manipulated native form.
T 2. Site map that shows project area(s) in mze“"SG m’-‘ preferred) Cultivated varieties (cultivars/nativars) are NOT eligible.
4. Detalled, Itemlzed cost estimate with separate i i 8 trees « Tree staking and protection | * Cultivar exception: Due to Dutch Elm Disease, cultivars are
Detalled, l p online property map relation to applicant’s property maximum award il allowied for the three native eims including American Eim, Red
line items for materials, labor, etc. to create asite map. of $1.500. EIm, and Rock Elm.
Tdhey navg tooks fo 3. Planting plan to show what plants will Bush Diervilla il + Ineligible: Due to widespread invasion of Emerald Ash Borer,
5. Detalled natlve plant list (refer to RPBCWD Native SR T go where. This may be combined with the Honeysudkle | foniera container ash trees are not eligible.
Plant Requirements) site map. * Source: We recommend purchasing tree from a tree nursery,
landscape supplier, or reputable garden specialty store. Avoid
= = H Shade Seed | Seed list SPRING purchasing trees from big box stores. City trees sales are an
The application requires a habitat restoration plan that e Plant native 75% of cost « Purchase of native plants |+ Visit rpbcwd.org/native-plants for resources related to the
provides a detailed description of methods and materials Requirements for an example. groundcover up to $1,500 « Installation cost below requirements. Staff are also happy to help!
proposed for restoration. At minimum, the restoration [T R [ T D I (shrubs, . Erosion control materials | * Minimum number of species: Project must include at least
plen mustincluce: What's Eligible for Reimbursement? ndigy | australs phgs | ¥ g wildflowers, including wood mulch (non- | three different species.
- Site preparation methods including weed control Ohio Tradescantia grasses, dyed preferred) » Blnom tme: P"”ec:h’;"";: Includo one spede:'dthat Blooars i"m .
. i « Protective fenci fro Spring, one speces jooms in summer, al ‘one species thal
- Erosion control techniques and materials For a Native Plant :'.':“"".t": E‘/ Spiderwort | ahibusk SPRING | -in.pot | 399 | 3 | $1197 sedges) Protactive da’:\';;i m ot vy
+ Seeding techni d rate (if seeding i d roject, only the cost o - Edging (maximum * Origin: Live plants and seeds must be native and grown within
aecling cechinique and rats (f seeding Is used) :)O p{urchaseynative ::;;m' ::::‘k: Gm! SPRING GD-E? §1800 | 1 $1800 :‘::M o ',:I‘, reiﬂbirseable amount is mer'r:alf of Minnesota, lower half of Wisconsin, and northern
= $2/foot) orlowa.

7. Malntenance plan live plants (includes Plants Project grant. Slender = bk iﬁﬂ:’ﬁ: + Form: Plants must be the straight. non-manipulated native form.
A plan to maintain the habitat restoration after bulbs, corms, tubers, Q Beard : m‘“’.": SUMMER phogs §1800 [ 1| $1800 : Cultivated varieties (cultivars/nativars) are NOT efigible.
installation must also be provided. You should plan N ’ E X Tongue 9 * Source: W_e fm"!"'e“" purchasing plants from a_loul L
to maintain your site at least 5 years (residential and rhizomes) and 2 PrairieWid | Al plant spedialist. Wild Ones and the MN DNR have lists of vendors.
grantees) or 10 years (other grantees). At minimum, the seeds are eligible for mi . Onion K SUMMER | 3-in.pot | $399 [ 3 $1197 Restore part 75% of cost « Purchase of native plants - Native plants are required. See requirements above.
maintenance plan should answer these questions: PLANTNG PN reimbursement or all of your up to $5,000 + Installation cost . The project must be at least 2‘_5 feet long or 25% 9fshorel'ne.

+ Howsften do you lan o moniorand perorm Wi @ AR R Shakon ks | memerne | e e | e e e

i son si S lazingstar lugs ieil 7 "

maintenance of the restoration site? °® Non-native plants, 9 - - g Rastoration oo besliitie. bio-log, wood mulch, etc. | - A permit may be needed for a project located below the ordinary

. What ch P will you Ohi Spiderwcet Badk-eed Susan in-kind or hired labor,  émbursementthrougha tiff Safidago me | % |asoo| 1 | 1m0 Project Jormorefundsto | protective fencing from high water line. Staff will help you make this determination. Visit
use to control invasive and weedy species? @ socothbieister (@ Bush Homeysukle and other componer;ts Native Plants Project grant. Goldenred | rigida plugs afﬁkﬁ,‘;‘"a/ herbivore damage e - for more i .

. . _ - 0 « Edging may be eligible - Be aware that shoreline restoration may require skills or
Ifyou plan to use herbicide, what products/active © somhikwe @ Lot igi X Woodand | Helionthus | pp)) | 6K | qgn |1 | g1a00 maintEnance. e ige beyond those of a standard landscaping company.

are not eligible for
ingredients do you plan to use? Always follow e Sunflowes | strumasus plugs amount is $2/foot)
herbicide label instructions. @ buustybtiveet @) Mesdow Bangsar reimbursement. f— OALsT| S25.7 - - . >
s - * Property owner may apply for more than one grant in a year, but the maximum award per residential property per year is $5,000.

materials. All will also be online.

During site visits, project-specific handouts will be added to provided




—~—

° ° RILEY "\
PURGATORY
Maintenance Declaratfion SR
ISSUES
We have found that requiring a
. .. . * Each county has different filing requirements & fee
maintenance declarationis a barrier
to some applicants and requires an > Property owners find process difficult to navigate
abundance of hand-holding by staff. > RPBCWD staff are unfamiliar with county
requirements and unable to answer questions
WHATIS IT? » Requirement may include a professional land
A maintenance declaration is a legal document that survey (added cost)

the property owner must file with their county. - RPBCWD provides a template as a courtesy, but

roperty owner is informed their attorney should
WHO IT APPLIES TO property y

Past grant policy has required these applicant
types to file a maintenance declaration for any
project type:

review.
> Property owners may not have/use an attorney.

> RPBCWD staff get questions about the template

) we’re unqualified to answer.
* Non-profits

 Abusiness owner may not be the property owner
and have the right to file.

e Businesses

e Schools



Maintenance

Declaration

Update!
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WATERSHED DISTRICT

PROPOSED SOLUTION

Stormwater BMP requiring
a Civil Design Plan

Other project types

Residential applicants sign a
maintenance agreement instead
of a maintenance declaration.

Require a signed
maintenance DECLARATION

Require a sighed

maintenance AGREEMENT

The maintenance agreement
becomes an appendix of the
cost share agreement.

We proposed that all applicants
sign a maintenance agreement
instead of a maintenance

declaration except for a
stormwater BMP that requires

a civil design plan (tree trench,
rain garden, pervious parking
lot etc.).

to be filed with the county.

52,

Salt Tolerant
Street Tree Planting
(TYP)

Deep Sump Sidewalk and Subbase

Catch Basin or Manhol
Vertical Curb)
Match EX.
Sidewalk Grade l

Pipe With 90
Degree Bend Uncompacted, Level,

Stable Subgrade

Scarified to 3' Depth

STORMWATER TREE TRENCH CROSS SECTION

NOT TO SCALE

as appendix of grant agreement.




Stewardship Grant Program

DRAFT

LEARNING

MODULES

Applicant required to watch before submitting application.



DRAFT LEARNING MODULES

PROPOSED

#1 Application Basics —all applicants

#2 Requirements for native plants — for project types requiring native plants
#2 Native Plant Project - for this specific project type

#3 Habitat Restoration Project — for this specific project type

#4 Natural Shoreline Restoration & Waterbody Buffers — for these specific project types

A
el Stewardship Grant Program ;gﬁg;ggggK Stewardship Grant Program

Learning Module #1 Learning Module #2 Pro;e =

Stewardshlp Gr
Application Basics Projects that Require Native Plants

3, 38

* Native Plant Project
* Habitat Restoration Project

I What you need to know before applying for
* Shoreline Restoration Project

Final product will likely be a voiceover PowerPoint presentation available on YouTube.
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Learning Module #1

Application Basics
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The Stewardship Grant Program offers financial
support for projects that support clean water.

The maximum awards Visit the Stewardship
@ and requirements vary Grant web page for

for each project type. more information.

rpbcwd.org/grants
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el VWho May Applye
WATERSHED DISTRICT

Property owners Not all property
e Residential owners are c?ligible for
all grant project types.

* Non-profit

* Municipalit
Patity Grant awards vary by

project and property

owner category,.

e Business

e School

robcwd.org/grants

Homeowners: You must submit an application yourself.
A A contractor or consultant may put together plans,

but you must complete and submit the application.




RILE/YQ/\f\ - Hy Asked Q "
PURGATORY requently ASKe uesSTions

Can | begin the project before | get a grant award?

No. You or your consultant/contractor may not begin
any work before a grant agreement has been signed.

Can | give a downpayment to a contractor
before | get a grant award?

No. Anything you purchase or pay to a contractor
before a grant agreement is signed is NOT eligible
for reimbursement.

The ONLY exception is for a project designh fee from a consultant.



Permit

A permit from RPBCWD may be needed
for a project if you plan to:

e Alter orremove 5,000 sq. ft.
or more of land or vegetation

e« Place, alter, or remove 50 cubic yards
or more of soil

e« Perform work below the Ordinary High-
Water Line (OHWL) of a public water

e Disturb a waterbody (wetland, lake or
stream) or its buffer

Staff will review your application for permit triggers.




Quote Reguirements

Quote must be itemized Can | submit a single quote from a
and include: contractor that includes the grant

project as well as other work?
* [tem name
In most cases, NO.
A quote from a contractor that
incorporates a lot of non-grant

* |tem description/purpose

* Item cost elements makes it difficult for
e Materials and labor must staff fo evaluate an application
. . and detfermine which pieces
be separate line items are grant eligible. Sorting

out receipts at the end of the project is also
challenging. Ask your contractor to provide @
quote for only the proposed grant project. Get
a separate quote for any other work you want
that contfractor to perform.



Erosion Conftrol Material Requirements

Major considerations:

* Installed materials must be
plastic-free

* Materials must be made of 100%
biodegradable natural materials
such as coir, jute, wood mulch,
and straw

* Straw must be certified weed-free
* Wood mulch must be non-dyed

hoose wildlife friendly Erosion Con

C
NOT Wildlife
Friendly

« Square plastic netting
that is:
- Degradable
- Photodegradable
- UV-degradable
- Oxo-degradable
- Oxo-biodegradable

« Made from:
- Polypropylene
- Nylon
- Polyethylene
- Polyester

« ECPs left longer than
needed

« Silt fences reinforced
with metal or plastic
mesh

Less Risk
to Wildlife

trol Products (ECP)
Wildlife
Friendly

« Elongated

mesh netting

« Mesh greater

than 2.54 am

« Natural fiber netting or
no netting

+ 100% biodegradable
materials

« Loose weave, non-
welded, movable
jointed netting (leno
or gauze)

« Secure ECPs with
wooden stakes or
live stakes

« Bury edges of blankets
& mats

« Remove ECPs when
no longer needed

« Spray on mulch

« Seed & plant native
vegetation




Ordinances, rights-of-way, & easements

Some cities have
ordinances_that may
relate to your project.

Your property may also
have a right-of-way and/or
easement that prohibits
activities or alterations.

Please check with your city

to see if your project
conflicts with any of these.

EXAMPLES

™R

Utility easement/right-of-way
(typically 10-15 feet from curb)

Drainage easement
Conservation easement

Vegetation height restrictions

to maintain sight lines =
| Deephaven
Zoning ordinance
"Q(l m
% BCITY OF EDEN 1TV BE
LOOMINGTON PRAIRIE MINNETONKA

MINNESOTA




Maintenance Declaration

* Project type: Stormwater BMP
requiring a civil design plan

* Who: Business, school, or
non-profit such as HOA

* What: Record a property
maintenance declaration
with county

* Why: Protects watershed
district’s financial investment

NOTE: County recording offices charge a fee.

CARVER
COUNTY
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For more information

Visit rpbcwd.org/grants

@ call 952-607-6512
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Learning Module

Native Plant Project




Native Plant
Project

Stewardship Grant Requirements

~ N
RILEY
PURGATORY
BLUFF CREEK

WATERSHED DISTRICT



NATIVE PLANT PROJECT Live native plants

®

What you’ll need to apply for a grant for a
Native Plant Project.

1. Online application form from rpbcwd.org/grant
2. Current photos of proposed project site

3. Site map that shows were on your property you
want to plant native plants

4. Planting plan that shows what plants you want
to place where (may combine with site map)

Why? To make sure sun/shade plants are going in right place.

5. Detailed native plant list with costs

e i

and seeds are the
ONLY reimbursable
items for a Native
Plants Project grant.

= % @
A 1 |

\2-

Labor, mulch, edging, and other
materials are NOT eligible for
reimbursement through a
Native Plants Project grant.

M

W
X -~
--,

.

©



Example Native Plant List

At least 9 different species

At least 3 species blooming per season J At least 3 individuals of forb species

Common Name Scientific Name Bloom Size Desc. Price ea. Qty. Total
1 | Blue False Indigo Baptisia australis SPRING 6-pack plugs $18.00 6 $108.00
2 | Ohio Spiderwort Tradescantia ohiensis SPRING 3-in. pot $3.99 6 $23.94
3 | BurOak Quercus macrocarpa SPRING #5 cont. $40.00 1 $40.00
4 | Black-eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta SUMMER 4 0z. seed packet $5.00 1 $5.00
5 |Leadplant Amorpha canescens SUMMER 3-in. pot $3.99 6 $23.94
6 | Showy Milkweed Asclepias speciosa SUMMER 9-pack plugs $22.50 4 $90.00
7 | Bush Honeysuckle Diervilla lonicera SUMMER #3 cont. $12.99 3 $38.97
8 | Meadow Blazingstar Liatris ligulistylis FALL 9-pack plugs $22.50 4 $90.00
9 | Stiff Goldenrod Solidago rigida FALL 6-pack plugs $18.00 6 $108.00
10 | Smooth Blue Aster Symphyotrichum laevis FALL 6-pack plugs $18.00 6 $108.00




NATIVE PLANT PROJECT
L]

E | ¢ e R R '  Ifaprojectareais
xampie o i ﬁ ’- >250 contiguous sq. ft.
. . ' . | & meets length/width

Site qu with N 4ol requirements, it may

o a qualify as a Habitat
qunhng Plan Restoration Project.

@ Biue False Indigo

- | @ Ohio Spiderwort

@ Prairie Smoke
|@ Slender Beard Tongue

| @ PraiieWild Onion

| | @ Meadow Blazingstar

TR W T W e

Stiff Goldenrod
" “1@ Woodland Sunfiower |
" A

o '’ . "
L i y.l*" {0



T

Stewardshi & Gran R‘éq

S 5
e SVny

~

"//



HABITAT RESTORATION

Requirements

* Size minimum: 250 contiguous square feet and
able to fit a 10x10 ft square within project boundary.

* Only native plants within the project area

 Native plant requirements: Source, diversity,
bloom time, quantity

* Spacing: The goal is to have plants fill in the gaps.

 Maintenance: Control weeds at least every season.
Leave dead, non-diseased plant material in place
for habitat. Replenish plants as needed.

* Mulch: Use non-dyed wood to provide erosion
controlin first growing year. Plants will begin to
mulch themselves.

DEAFT




HABITAT RESTORATION: Size & Shape

Any shape works if it is at least 250 contiguous square feet in area

-foot square fully within.

>250 contiguous sq. ft.

==
10x10-foot square

WHY DOES THIS SHAPE WORK?

Project area is at least
250 contiguous square feet
in size and can fita
10x10 ft square within.

WHY DOES THIS SHAPE WORK?

Project area is at least
250 contiguous square feet
in size and can fita
10x10 ft square within.

WHY IS THIS SHAPE
NOT ALLOWED?

Project area is
NOT 250 square
feetin size.

WHY IS THIS SHAPE
NOT ALLOWED?

Project area is at least
250 square feet in size but
it's NOT contiguous
(areais not in one piece).

WHY IS THIS SHAPE
NOT ALLOWED?

Project area does NOT
fita 10x10 ft square
inside its boundary.




HABITAT RESTORATION

Only native plants within the project area

INCLUDES NON-
NATIVE PLANTS

ALL NATIVE
PLANTS

DRAFT

An exception may be made for an already established, non-invasive plant such as a large tree.




HABITAT RESTORATION

Mimic Nature

The goal is to, over time, have plants fill in
many of the gaps within the project area.

SPACING:
YEAR1

SPACING:
YEAR2

Some bare spots in
your project are
beneficial for ground-
nesting insects.

Buy Small

Buy a tray of plugs (multi-pack) to get more for
your money. These young plants tend to have
less root issues and nutrient deficiencies.




HABITAT RESTORATION

Design Tips

1.

Plant species together in groups orin
blended drifts

. Plan on at least three blooming species per

season (spring, summer, fall)

Vary textures of plants — alternate soft, wispy
grasses and with more defined structure of
flowers such as Pale Purple Coneflower

Place short plants along borders with tall
plants in the middle or back of planting area

Have some kind of border or edging to show
intention and clearly define your project area

. Mulch the first year to reduce weeds and

conserve soil moisture




HABITAT RESTORATION - Examples

A Habitat Restoration Project should have at least nine
species of native plants that bloom throughout the
growing season. Native plants should be sourced from
a local native plant specialist grower/nursery.




HABITAT RESTORATION

Required Documents

b

© N @ o

Online application form from rpbcwd.org/grant
Current photos of site showing how it looks now P4
Site map to show where the projectis located on your property

Design plan to show project layout (may combine with site map);
this might be a planting plan

Detailed, itemized cost estimate

Detailed native plant list

Restoration plan to show restoration actions
Maintenance plan

* How often do you plan to do maintenance the year after installation and
beyond?

* What actions/techniques/methods do you plan to maintain the site and |
control invasive plants? |—]



HABITAT RESTORATION

. Where on your property " g What are you planting
S | '|'e M O p is the project located? D eSI h O r

How big is the project? D | O n Ti n g P | O n project area?

o = .
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PLANTING PLAN
€ BlueFalse Indigo Stiff Goldenrod
‘ Ohio Spiderwort Black-eyed Susan
‘ Smooth Blue Aster . Bush Honeysuckle
. Showy Milkweed . Leadplant
— . Butterfly Milkweed . Meadow Blazingstar

Your Site Map and Designh Plan may be combined in a single document.

and where within the



HABITAT RESTORATION

. A habitat restoration is NOT maintenance free.
Maintenance Plan

A plan to maintain the habitat restoration after
installation must also be provided. You should
plan to maintain your site at least 5 years
(residential grantees) or 10 years (other
grantees).

At minimum, the maintenance plan should
answer these questions:

e How often do you plan to monitor and perform
maintenance of the restoration site?

¢ What chemical and/or mechanical methods will
you use to control invasive and weedy species?

¢ If you plan to use herbicide, what
products/active ingredients do you plan to use?



HABITAT RESTORATION

Mulch Use non-dyed wood
mulch within

restoration areas.
You may use mulch for

Dyes may cause

harm to wildlife
protection when installing a including soil

microbes.

erosion control and soil

habitat restoration. Mulch
will not be needed in future
years as plants begin to
create their own mulch in

the form of leaf litter.



OTHER INFORMATION



Other Grants

Action Grant

Small, simple grants for team projects

and activities that protect clean water.

Award: Up to $250

Examples: an Earth day clean-up,
planting native flowers with a group of
friends.

Who can apply: Residents, students,
local businesses, groups or troops.

~ "
RILEY
PURGATORY
BLUFF CREEK
WATERSHED DISTRICT

Educator Grant

Support for educators to incorporate
water resources into their teaching.

Award: Up to $400
Examples: A trip to a nature center,

building terrariums, nets for exploring
a creek.

Who can apply: Teachers and informal
educators.

No changes in 2025 for these two smaller grant offerings.




Uprooter Loan Program @

* Two Uprooters available for loan to help
eradicate buckthorn

» Refundable deposit $265 (replacement cost)
* Borrow for 7 days (may renew if not reserved)

O S —
TR -

iy J‘j " The standard
\ 3 "_'a;

o 3’ / Uprooter pulls

buckthorn
stems of up to

2 V4’ diameter.
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Next Steps SURGATORY

BLUFF CREEK
WATERSHED DISTRICT

* Finalize 2025 Stewardship Grant Policy
* January 8: Board final approval

* Finalize supporting materials, management
system, webpage updates

* February 1: Open 2025 application season

* Announce grant program opening and
updated policies

Thank you!



